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Thanks to the team efforts of residents Lisa Butler, Kevin Shad, Brian Shelton and Corey Scott and the fabulous snacks provided by 
parents, we had a “Back to School Bash” on August 13 that was an absolute blast!  It was so much fun watching the kids swimming, 
playing games, line dancing and showing off their hula hoop skills.  We hope all of these great kids have a wonderful school year.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
SEPTEMBER 2022     SEPTEMBER 2022     HAPPY LABOR DAY! HAPPY LABOR DAY!     VOLUME 3 • ISSUE 9     VOLUME 3 • ISSUE 9 



NOW OPEN IN ORANGE PARK

#1 SPECIALTY
EYE CARE PRACTICE

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! • (904) 564-2020

1560 Kingsley Ave #3, Orange Park, FL 32073 FloridaEyeSpecialists.com
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2022 OPCC
Board of Directors

Bob McKinney, President
904-375-9554

bobpat4FL@comcast.net
 Quint Bowman, Vice-President

904-601-8595
ministerqabowman@gmail.com 

 Fred Scott, Treasurer
301-535-6264 

sgtfredscott@verizon.net
 Randy Rutan, Secretary

904-276-5067
randy@randyrutan.com

 Wilma Miller, Member at Large
904-272-5493

wcmil@bellsouth.net
 Linda Sparks, Member at Large

904-272-4456
ecology22@aol.com

 Mark Blakewood, Member at Large
904-838-0961

markblakewood@comcast.net

  Publication Policy
The function of the community newsletter, “Behind the 
Gate” is to serve the entire gated community of Loch 
Rane and Orange Park Country Club and is a product of 
Clay Today.

Priority will be given to reporting news and activities of 
the community and other news and events that directly 
affect the residents.  Second priority will be given to 
articles of general interest as space permits.  Articles 
and photos must be sent to Randy Rutan at randy@
randyrutan.com by the deadline date below.  Due to 
space limitation, all articles are subject to editing. 

Letters of opinion must be signed, as well as brief and in 
good taste.  Views expressed are those of the writer and 
do not express the viewpoint of the publisher, OPCCOA 
or LRIA.

Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement or approval of any product or services by 
the publisher, OPCCOA or LRIA.  The publisher reserves 
the right to refuse advertising that does not meet the 
standards of the publication.

The publisher of “Behind the Gate” agrees to indemnify 
and hold harmless OPCCOA and LRIA for any claims 
asserted against or financial liabilities incurred by them 
arising from commercial content of this publication or 
anything contained in any advertising copy, including 
without limitation any claims of whatever nature asserted 
by advertisers or potential advertisers.

OPCC Board of Directors Meeting 
This meeting had the largest turnout except for the annual 

meeting and one where the golf course sale was discussed.  
Unfortunately, most of the attendees thought they would be 
voting on the special assessment, not realizing it was a Board 
of Directors vote to confirm what was approved at the July 
meeting.  The July vote did not conform to the advance notice 
required by law.  This August vote was a formality to abide by 
the notice requirements.

While the Board understands that many do not want to see 
a special assessment, we did reduce the original plan to assess 
$1000 to the current $750, payable in two installments if you so 
choose.  As homeowners, the Board members have the same 
financial concerns as other residents – we are not exempt from 
the special assessment.  We also know it is our responsibility 
and duty to do what is in the best interest of the community. 
The presentation by our CPA at the June meeting made it clear 
we were a special assessment waiting to happen.  We wanted 
to get out front and levy a smaller amount to fill some of the 
gaps.  We are not in financial trouble.  We are under budget for 
this time of year but any major road/drainage repairs like you 
see in Loch Rane could cause real problems.

While you consider the special assessment, know that the 
2023 budget will be discussed over the next couple of months.  
The 2022 budget is listed on our website.  I encourage you to 
look at it & relay any suggested changes while we consider 
the 2023 budget.  We are always looking for options.  You can 
look at the daily news and your own purchasing experiences to 

understand a dues increase will be coming.  OPCC, like families, 
have increases in almost every facet of our budget.  We will 
strive to do the best we can.

During the ARB meeting preceding the Board meeting, they 
approved one pool, two tree removals, and one roof.

The Activities Committee has been very busy and reported 
on several events in our community.  If you have suggestions 
for future events, please share.

The Steering Committee will be updating the gate entry 
policy to close some issues that arise.

This community can always use volunteers for many areas.  
Consider volunteering some time for the betterment of the 
community.  Even emptying trash at the cabana (and seeing 
all the glass bottles left in violation of the posted pool rules) 
would help.  If you don’t want to volunteer on a regular 
basis, perhaps you can form a team where no one person is 
responsible for daily/weekly duties that have needs.

Finally, we approved a plan concerning pool loans coming 
due.  One is due this Oct 1 & the other is due 

Oct 1, 2023.  We are paying off one loan and reducing the 
other so that, when we refinance, we will have smaller loan 
with a smaller interest rate that will be paid off in 5 years with 
no more balloon payments at the end.

There is no new news on the status of the golf course sale.  
We understand it is on the market but apparently not actively 
listed.  There are no offers in the table as far as we know.

Next meeting is September 20.

August 16, 2022 / By Bob McKinney

OPCCOA/LRIA Steering Committee Report
August 18, 2022  / By Randy Rutan

August’s meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman, Daniel Butler.  There was a quorum.  The July meeting minutes 
were approved and the financials accepted.  The Landscape Committee presented a proposal from Tree Amigos in the amount of 
$1,050 to add potting soil to the next plant/flower change out.  After some discussion regarding budget concerns the proposal 
was approved.  Tree Amigos has been asked to provide their 2023 contract in September and to give the option for 3 or 4 plant/
flower changes.  The concrete work/sidewalk repairs have been completed.  An addition $250 was added to the original estimate 
of $3,750 so that 4 additional areas where grinding was needed could be completed while the contractor was onsite.  The new gate 
for the residents’ lane has been installed and has a one-year warranty.  All repairs due to damage by a truck at the gate have been 
completed and the company has agreed to reimburse us for the expense.  The steering committee is working on a revision to the 
gate entry policy to include procedures regarding properties owned by corporate entities for the purpose of renting them or selling 
them.  The procedures for issuing barcodes to renters will also be clarified.  The old ATT account for a backup phone at the gate 
was deemed no longer necessary and has been closed which will provide a savings.  The committee agreed to make every effort 
to freeze spending on some budget line items in an effort to keep the overall budget in the black.   Due to the early date for next 
month’s meeting the committee approved moving the September meeting date from September 15 to September 22.  This will 
provide accounting more time to prepare the shared expense financials.  

mailto:bobpat4FL@comcast.net
mailto:randy@randyrutan.com


The August meeting of the LRIA Board of Directors 
was sparsely attended by residents both in person and 
online.  We appreciate those who stayed the course 
through the entire 3-hour meeting!

The Treasurer’s report showed the same trend as last 
month, with us being a bit over budget as anticipat-
ed given the cost increases of just about everything 
across the board. For those residents still delinquent 
in association dues or assessments, please make an 
effort to either submit payment or work out a pay-
ment plan with the CAM team to avoid additional fees 
or being turned over to the association attorney for 
collections purposes.

Progress on the 2022 infrastructure project was made 
as the BOD approved a bid from ELS for $257,831 to 
reline additional storm drains.  These drains were 
prioritized by the BOD based on their condition as well 
as location under the roads we are making an effort to 
repave this year as well!

The BOD also approved a bid from Kudzue paving 
for $75,857 to repave the remainder of Arran Ct and 
Duart that have been neglected far too long.  We hope 
to have ELS complete the relining of the pipes under-
neath this area prior to scheduling the milling and 
paving.

Crunching the numbers with actual bids coming in, it 
was proposed that we also get bids to repave Chatal 
Drive and Ruthiver Ct along with the most of Glenly-
on Blvd as these roads as well are in extremely poor 
condition.  Given the estimates for the cost to do the 
Arran Ct project, we are hopeful we can complete all 
3 of these sections this year and take a very large and 
visible bite out of the remaining roads/drains left to 
do!  This of course will completely spend the 2022 
assessment and the overage will be taken out of the 
community reserve fund as applicable.

Board members Chuck Bryner and Gary McMahill 
began meeting with engineers to walk the retention 
ponds and ditches within the community so they 
could begin forming a proposal to enact repairs and 
improvements as applicable in our eternal project of 
improving water drainage within the community.  Un-
fortunately, most of these fixes will require months if 
not years of planning and approval before work could 
even hope to begin, so getting the ball rolling is an 
important step!

Our proposed revision of the covenants is in its final 
revision and will be sent to the association attorney for 
one more review.  You can download this current copy 
off the lochraneonline.com website at any time.  We 
hope to lay out the process for bringing the proposed 
changes to a vote before the end of the year, so please 
make a point to take the time to read the new revi-
sion.  It will take a YES vote of 66.6% of the community 
to pass.  Not voting at all counts as a ‘no’.   Also please 
be on the lookout for the announcement of a final 
meeting held for the community to discuss the major 
changes as a “summary” for residents prior to the vote 
taking place!

ATT has agreed to repair the damages caused during 
the installation of the fiber optic cables installed on 
some streets in the community over the past month.  
For those of you who have noticed the “speedbumps”, 
they are not permanent and we hope they will be 
fixed prior to the next meeting.  ATT has hired a con-
tractor to dig up those sections of road that have been 
uplifted, and repave them flat as the proper way to fix 
the problem.

The next meeting of the LRIA Board will be held on 
9/27/22 at 6:30pm in the Community Building.
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2022 Loch Rane 
Board of Directors
Brian Rogers, President
rogersbw@gmail.com

Chuck Bryner, Vice-President
bryner@comcast.net

Mark Dobbertien, Treasurer
 mldobb@aol.com  

James Hudgins, Secretary
james.hudgins@hotmail.com

Marie Bryan, Member at Large
marieandbobby@yahoo.com

Kathryn Marko, Member at Large
navynomad@hotmail.com

Gary McMahill, Member at Large
mcmahidga@aol.com

2022 Steering 
Committee
Daniel Butler, Chairman

Randy Rutan, Secretary

Kathy Marko, Member

Gary McMahill, Member

Lou Manz, Member

The Steering Committee meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
at the community building.  The purpose 
of the committee is to oversee issues of 
joint interest in the common areas of Loch 
Rane and OPCC.  Homeowners of both 
communities are invited to attend.

Loch Rane Board of Directors Meeting
By Brian Rogers

Submit Your Stories
Help contribute to your community newsletter!
This newsletter is produced for Loch Rane and Orange Park 

Country Club.  If you’d like to offer content for publication, 
here’s how to get started:

Stories/Photography: Send your articles and/or high-
resolution JPEGs to Randy Rutan at randy@randyrutan.com. 
Articles should be sent as Microsoft Word attachments that are 

saved as “.doc” files.  Photos should also be sent as attachments 
not embedded in an email.

The October 2022 Deadline for content: Sunday, Sept. 18.
About this Newsletter
Publishing/Advertising: 
Sheri@claytodayonline.com 

mailto:rogersbw@gmail.com
mailto:bryner@comcast.net
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Proudly Serving 
Clay County for 45 Years

Orange Park | Fleming Island 
Riverside | Mandarin | Middleburg
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9/10 
SUFFERFEST – 12K, 24K, 36K and 50K in Jenning State 
Forest / Pioneer Train /Middleburg

9/15 
BELLA NOTTE, A NIGHT OF ART UNDER THE STARS

9/17 
3RD SATURDAY MARKET IN THE PARK – Green Cove 
Springs – over 40 vendors

9/22 
DIAMOND RIO performs at Thrasher-Horne Center

9/24 
BASCA CAPABILITIES 5K in Orange Park – there will also 
be a 1-mie fun run and family friendly events.

For all of the details about the events, go to  
www.exploreclay.com and click on the Events tab. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
FOOD TRUCK 

FRIDAYS
OPCC & LOCH RANE COME ENJOY

At the pool parking lot from 5 – 8 p.m.   
Come “Grab N Go” or dine in the cabana

9/9/22 – There will be 3 trucks.

NOT YOUR DADDY’S RIBS serves BBQ entrees,  
sandwiches and sides.

ROCCOS offers New York style pizza.

FRIOS has gourmet pops.

9/23/22 – There will be 3 trucks.

MAMA’S FOOD serves empanadas, quesadillas, rice bowls 
and more.

WHAT’S SMOKIN specializes in beef brisket and pork 
smoked low and slow.

HALO-HALONG offers Filipino all-time favorite shaved ice.

FUN THINGS TO DO IN CLAY 
COUNTY IN SEPTEMBER

http://www.exploreclay.com
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$150 Value. Cannot be combined with other
discounts, offers or promotions. ct

$99!

to the neighborhood

Samir & Shannon Alijagic
578 Golden Links Drive

Carlos Felder & Deidre Gent
3088 Country Club Blvd.

Richard & Jen Kenney
2625 Country Club Blvd.

Jevaughn Kenyatta & Christie Sheffield
725 Greystone Lane

Josiah & Amanda Young
298 Gen Eagles
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1525 Kingsley Ave | Orange Park, FL 32073 | (904) 955-9488 | www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com ALF License # 13475

Live the Good Life® Tours|Entertainment 
Light Appetizers|Beverages|Raffle

MEMORY CARE

INDEPENDENT LIVING

ASSISTED LIVING

Furnished Options 
AVAILABLE NOW!

Let us HELP!

TOUR today to learn about more about the  
FULLY FURNISHED, MOVE-IN READY apartments 

available to move into TOMORROW!

Call us at 904-639-4700 to schedule your appointment!

Transitioning to a senior living apartment can be  
overwhelming. From coordinating a move,  

to selling a home and even unpacking!Live the Good Life®
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CONCENTRATING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

“Prepare for tomorrow … have peace of mind today.”
Nancy E. Kemner, J.D., LL.M.*

Conveniently located at: 859 Park Avenue, Suite 104 Orange Park, Florida 32073
(904) 278-1178 • www.KemnerLaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING
✓ Revocable Trusts
✓ Last Will and Testament
✓ Durable Power of Attorney
✓ Advanced Directives

ELDER LAW*
✓ Probate
✓ Probate Avoidance
✓ Medicaid Planning
✓ Qualified Income Trusts

Serving Families in Florida for Over 25 Years

New OPCC Street Captain
Hey there! My name is Sharon Bridge, and I will be the new street captain for Berkshire Court.

Our previous street captains, Larry and Marty Trent, are sadly leaving us. I want to thank them for their 
commitment to serving and keeping all of  us informed. We are going to miss them very much!

My husband, Mike, and I have lived in the neighborhood for 12 years, but I grew up in Jacksonville 
and have lived in the area practically my entire life. Mike and I have two adult children, one here in 
Jacksonville and the other in Orlando, so we are empty nesters, except for our small, white Maltese, 
Goliath. I know many of  you know him and know he lives up to his name. I’ve recently joined the 
retirement club, but I worked at Sacred Heart Catholic School on a Blanding Blvd for 20+ years. Since I 
have some (lots) of  free time on my hands, I thought I could help out the neighborhood in this new role!

Tails Behind the Gate
By Lisa Beach

Meet one of our newest neighbors, Max the 
Chorkie (Chihuahua and Yorkie).  On April 14, our 
neighborhood increased by one incredibly cute 
furry face!  Max was born on February 9, 2021 in 
Williston, FL and was a whopping 1 pound upon 
arrival to his new home in OPCC.  After only a 
few months, Max now considers himself a big 
boy at 7.5 pounds.  When his next door neighbor 
referred to Max as a “gerbil” when they first met, 
Max took offense as he thought of himself as a 
ferocious lion!  Max definitely takes control when 
patrolling the streets of Little Fox and Austin 
Rose.  Everyone is able to sleep better at night 
as his big bark definitely shows he is in control.  
Max enjoys walks on the golf course and the 
farm.  He enjoys playing with his furry cousin in 
Loch Rane, lounging by the pool, bike rides via 
basket, visiting the beach, and his favorite—
napping!  He makes friends everywhere he goes.  
With a face like that, who doesn’t want to be his 
friend?  His Mom and Dad, Pat and Laura Bergin 
say he is a blessing and a bundle of energy they 
love to cuddle (no spoiling of course).  Welcome 
to the hood Mighty Max!!

FamilyFamily

FriendsFriends

FunFun

Big BoyBig Boy

Baby Max
Baby Max

OPCC NEEDS
STREET CAPTAINS

FOR THESE
AREAS

603-654 Cherry Grove Road
2502-2625 Country Club Blvd.
Hunters Grove Court

We have a website, message boards, eBlasts and 
a newsletter, but sometimes there is no better 
communication than traditional face-to-face 
neighbor interaction and that is where the street 
captains come in.  If you would like to serve your 
community in this way, please contact our street 
captain coordinator, Susan Hampton.  904-272-7236 
or sshampton45@gmail.com
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SAGO PALMS  by Maureen Setter

When I moved to Florida I was fascinated by the beautiful palm trees including the sago palm. 
Then I started reading about the sago palm and realized how deadly the sago palm was to our 
pets.    

It turns out that all parts of the sago palm are poisonous, but the seeds (or nuts) are the most 
toxic. Sago palms can cause gastrointestinal problems, affect the nervous system, damage the 
liver and cause death to our pets.

If you believe your pet has ingested any part of the sago 
palm, don’t wait.  It is important that you contact your 
veterinarian or emergency vet immediately.  Do NOT try 
and treat your pet yourself. 

The only sure way to prevent sago palm poisoning is to 
keep your pet away from sago palms!

However, the sago palm is not the only dangerous plant to  
our pets.  
 
The list is long, so please do your research before adding 
plants to your yard. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              

DO YOU KNOW...
Clay County Emergency Management has released the  
2022 All-Hazards Preparedness Guide just as the tropical 
storm season is warming up.  The all-new guide will help 
residents to prepare for any emergency including tornadoes, 
flooding, high winds, extreme temperatures, wildfires,  
hurricanes, thunderstorms, pandemics and more.   
The guide is available on the Clay County Emergency  
Management Website at Alert.ClayCountyGov.com where 
you can download a copy.
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BINGO and BUNCO ARE BACK

6:45 p.m. at the Community Building
Bingo is the 2nd Thursday each month.
Bunco is the last Thursday each month.

Contact the games coordinator, Barbara Mancini, 
at 770-310-0931 for more information.

COME JOIN
THE LADIES LUNCH BUNCH

Ladies of OPCC and Loch Rane are invited to join 
the Ladies Lunch Bunch.  The ladies meet monthly 
September – May.  The first luncheon this season will 
be Wednesday, September 21.  We meet at 11:30 at 
Club Continental and enjoy a wonderful lunch for a 
cost of $20/person including gratuity.  Each luncheon 
is hosted by a member of the group and has a theme.  
We are so excited to be getting together again.  Please 
contact the luncheon coordinator, Frances Smith, 
to join the group and to get more information.  Her 
cell phone number is 904-579-3008.  If you provide 
Frances with your information, you will be added to 
the email contact list and will receive a flyer each 
month about the upcoming luncheon.

9/17 OPCC END OF 
SUMMER SOCIAL 

AT THE CABANA 7 – 9
OPCC, Come celebrate the end of summer with FREE SANGRIA!  Or 
BYOB and snacks to share.  Smooth Move DJs will provide music and 
as always, the conversation with friends and neighbors will be lively.  
Have some fun without having to leave the neighborhood!
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